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members of the Bench. The speech, able and impressive as it was,
met with^ somewhat cold reception; for people were in no mood
then to listen to original suggestions. They were all out to de-
nounce the Commissioner, and the Act which was supposed to be
responsible for his financial vagaries.
This memorable debate on municipal reform came to an end on
the fourth day amidst scenes of enthusiasm. The net result of the half
a dozen resolutions moved during the discussion and the twenty-six
speeches which were delivered, was a representation to Government
to appoint a commission of inquiry, and to take the necessary action
in the light of the various reports which had been made from time
to time, and the resolutions which had been passed at the meeting.
Government, thereupon, appointed a committee under the chair-
manship of Sir Theodore Hope to inquire into the financial position
of the Municipality. The report of the committee revealed grave
irregularities, which led to a recurrence of the agitation. Again
Mr. Forbes took the lead, and addressed a representation to Govern-
ment asking them to relieve the municipality of its embarrassments,
and to set up a system of administration on sounder and more
progressive lines.
It was about this time, when the agitation was at its highest, and
was being conducted on both sides with extreme rancour and
violence, that Pherozeshah decided to place his views on municipal
government once more before the public. He regarded the question
as one of general interest, and was anxious it should be discussed by
a wider public than that before which he had laid his proposals on
the first occasion. A meeting of the Bombay Branch of the East
India Association was arranged, and on the 29th November 1871,
Pherozeshah read his paper on the "Municipal Reform Question" at
the Framji Cowasji Institute before a large audience. The chair was
taken by Mr. Dosabhoy Framji, who, in his opening remarks,
observed that he had no doubt it would be a pleasant evening, and
that the lessons they might learn would be useful and instructive.
How very pleasant the evening was going to be, the chairman was
soon to realize.
The paper was an elaborate and detailed exposition of the views
Pherozeshah had already propounded at the Town Hall meeting.